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serious and reserved, and of morose temper, and
neither with him nor Queen Mary? for whom he
expresses admiration, does he record having any talks.
He notes the Queen's death from smallpox, and
William's death seven years later, in 1702, from a fall
from his horse, with few words and no comment.
He was now an old man, and could not be ex-
pected to take any part in court activities, but he
watched public events very closely. In 1703 he
considered the honours bestowed on Marlborough
excessive, but he describes him as cca very handsome
person well spoken and affable, and supports his want
of acquired knowledge by keeping good company.35
In his eighty-fourth year he meets the Duke who,
after further victories, had now a high position. The
old man is highly gratified at the Duke's treatment of
him: he cccame to me and took me by the hand with
extraordinary familiarity and civility, as formerly he
was used to do without any alteration of Ms good
nature. He had a most rich George in a sardonyx set
with diamonds of very great value; for the rest very
plain. I had not seen him for some years and
believed he might have forgotten." With good
Queen Anne one cannot imagine that Evelyn had
anything in common,, and before she became Queen
he was concerned that "she made so little figure."
Evelyn was a courtier, not of the obsequious and
fawning variety, nor as a self-seeking man am-
bitious for place and position, but because he had a
genuine veneration for the monarchy. He found in
Charles II a sympathetic and entertaining friend; the
99                                    H